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Learning Outcome

After the session, attendees will be able to discuss 
the answers to infusion nurses' frequently asked 
questions based on the 2016 Infusion Therapy 
Standards of Practice and current clinical practice.



Outline

I. Overview of ‘Ask INS’ on INS website
A. Historical view - how ‘Ask INS’ started

B. What happens when a question is submitted to ‘Ask INS’

II. Panel members will present the answers to the most common, 
popular questions submitted electronically to ‘Ask INS’.

III. Panel members will answer questions that were submitted by 
conference registrants.



History of ASK INS

➢ASK INS started when the 
2011 INS Infusion 
Standards were 
published to help 
members with questions 
regarding the Standards. 

➢Ask INS is a place where 
you can browse for 
answers of infusion-
related questions. You 
can also submit a 
question of your own.



About ASK INS
➢ Before submitting a question, you are encouraged to either Browse by Category or use 

the Search by Keyword function. In many cases the topic area of your question may 
have already been asked and answered.



About ASK INS
➢With hundreds of questions asked, we ask that you please allow 

sufficient time for your question to be addressed and answered.

➢ The names of individuals and/or institutions have been removed for 
confidentiality purposes. In addition, questions may have been edited 
for brevity and clarity.

➢When the answer to a question is published, you are notified at the 
email address submitted.



About ASK INS
➢ The answers to the ASK INS questions are NOT OPINION                            

but are EVIDENCE-BASED.  

➢ Published answers will refer to the specific Infusion
Standard(s) in question and to one or more of the 9 Sections                     
in the Infusion Therapy Standards of Practice.

➢Other Resources: CDC, ISMP, ASPEN, ASHP, ONS, APIC, ANA, The Joint 
Commission, etc.





10. What is the appropriate hand 
hygiene method for patients or 

caregivers who are performing infusion 
therapy in the home?

Refer to 2016 Standard 1: Patient 
Care and Standard 19: Standard 

Precautions.



9.   What is the recommendation for 
flushing and dressing changes in the 

homecare setting?

Refer to 2016 Standard 40: Flushing 
and Locking and Standard 41: VAD 

Assessment, Care, and Dressing 
Changes



8. What is best practice for accessing an 
implanted port that has not used for 4 

years?

Refer to 2016 Standard 28: Implanted 
Vascular Access Ports.
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7. Should a chest x-ray for tip location be 
done on admission if the patient has a 
central vascular access device (CVAD)?

Refer to 2016 Standard 53: CVAD 
Malposition.



6.   Can you start a peripheral IV in an 
extremity with a deep vein thrombosis 

(DVT)?

It’s   MAGIC……



5. Should we place peripheral I.V.s in 
the shoulder area, upper chest, or 

breasts?

Refer to 2016 Standard 27: Site 
Selection



4. Should a peripherally inserted 
central catheter (PICC) be removed from 

an extremity with a deep vein 
thrombosis (DVT)?

Refer to 2016 Standard 52: Central 
Vascular Access Device (CVAD)-
Associated Venous Thrombosis



3. What is the keep vein open 
rate? Does this rate differ from a 

short peripheral catheter to a 
large bore dialysis catheter?



2. Can a patient be discharged with a 
midline catheter in place?

Refer to Standard 33: Vascular Access 
Site Preparation and Device 

Placement.





1.   Should a midline catheter with no 
blood return be used for infusion 

therapy? How is it best to assess the 
midline catheter for functionality if there 

is no blood return?

Refer to 2016 Standard 40: Flushing 
and Locking





What size syringe is best to use when 
pushing infusion medications?

Refer to 2016 Standard 40: Flushing 
and Locking



What is the recommendation for how often 
to change a peripheral IV site?

Refer to 2016 Standard 44: Vascular 
Access Device (VAD) Removal



My company has many infusion sites across the 
country that infuses biologics needing to be mixed 

in 100-1000ml NS. With the current saline 
shortage, the nurses are pulling saline from larger 
bags to make smaller bags. How many times can a 

bag be aseptically entered to do this? 

Refer to 2016 Standard 17: Compounding and Preparation of 
Parenteral Solutions and Medications.

https://www.fda.gov/downloads/Drugs/DrugSafety/DrugShortages/
UCM582461.pdf . 

http://www.ismp.org/tools/guidelines/ivsummit/IVCGuidelines.pdf



With the INS Standards no longer 
addressing drug pH, how are nurses to 
know what can be infused per midline 
versus a central venous catheter, i.e. 

Vancomycin?

Refer to 2016 Standard 26: VAD 
Planning.



What is the recommendation for vascular 
access site care and skin preparation ?

Refer to 2016 Standard 41: Vascular 
Access Device (VAD) assessment, 

Care, and dressing Changes



In the home care setting, what is the risk of 
complications with add-on devices such as 

extensions sets?



How can we ensure an infusion is complete as 
medication remains in the tubing?  For example, 
I have medication in a 50 ml bag, but the tubing 

holds 23 mls so the patient may be under 
dosed.  



INS Standards state an add-on filter (PFO) 
should be placed at the end of the 

administration tubing.  What if the patient 
has a PICC, and only receives IV push meds; 
should the PFO filter be connected to the 

PICC hub?



Check out -

Clinical 
Community 
Discussion 

section to find 
what others 

are doing and 
their opinions 

on products, etc. 




